The Gressitt collection, together with the Hadden rallectiori of Philippine insects 
and supplementary collections made in the Orient by Dr. E. C. Van Dyke and 
others, brings to the Academy one of the foremost aggregations in the world of 
Oriental insects. At its meeting of March 17 the Academy’s Council declared Pro- 
fessor Gressitt a Patron of the Califor nia Academy of Sciences in recognition of the 
importance of his gift. 
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STUDENTS Have Fieip Trip In BERKELEY HILLS 


On Sarurpay, April 22, student members of the Academy enjoyed a field trip into 
the Berkeley Hills under the leadership of Dr. George Haley. The expedition was 
devoted to studying birds, collecting insects and identifying plants. 

Further field trips will be held fon time to time. Student members will be noti- 
fied by letter of the time and place. 
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AquariuM Society MEETS May 4 


THP REGULAR monthly meeting of the San Francisco Aquarium Society will be held 
in the Steinhart Aquarium on Aihur sday, May 4, at 8:00 P.M. Refreshments will be 
served. All interested persons are invited to attend. 
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STUDENT MEETING ON May 6 


ON SATURDAY AFTERNOON, May 6, Student Members of the Academy will meet in 
Room 214, Simson African Hall, at 2:00 o’clock. Dr. R. C. Miller, Director of the 
Academy, and Dr. J. L. Kask, Associate Curator of Fishes, will discuss the subject, 

“Strange Fish and Strange Ways to Catch Them.” Motion pictures will be shown. 
Vi isitor S arc Ww ‘elcome to attend. 
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May Announcement 


THE REGULAR May MEETING of the California Academy of Sciences will be held in 
the Auditorium of the Pacific Gas and Electric Company, 245 | Market Street, on 
Wednesday evening, May 3, at eight o'clock. Following a brief business meeting, 
the third of the spring series of leeeutes on the Walter B. Scaife Foundation will Ke 
given by Mr. Otis R. Marston, who will take as his subject: 


AMERICA’S Most BEAUTIFUL AND LONELY RIVER 


In the depths of the Grand Canyon, a mile below its rim, runs the stream that 
carved it, the tortuous, turbulent Colorado River. Of the millions of persons who 
have visited the Canyon, only a scattered few have ventured to try to negotiate its 
treacherous waters. In earlier years some who tried the journey were never heard of 
again, and it came to be rumored that somewhere along its course the river plunged 
under ground, This myth was dissipated by Major John W. Powell, who in May, 
1869, embarked in Wyoming with nine companions in four small rowboats, and 
three months later, after many perils and hardships, emerged at the lower end of 
the Canyon. Four of his men deserted on the trip. 

In the seventy-five years since, the river has successfully been followed only 
eighteen times. The nineteenth trip in history through Marble Canyon and Grand 
Canyon, in what is perhaps the most beautiful and most isolated area of the United 
States, will be described with color motion pictures, the only method short of actual 
experience by which one may come to know something of the big, mad, muddy 
Colorado River, its unbelievably sheer and many-hued walle its cliff dwellings, its 
endless side canyons, its hungry whirlpools, its roaring, tearing, tossing rapids and 
its marvelous isolation. 

Otis Marston will describe the expedition made a few months ago by himself and 
a party of eight others through 232 miles of canyon from historic Lee's Ferry to Lake 
Mead in Arizona. 


The public is cordially invited to hear Mr. Marston. 


APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 


Norice is hereby given to all Corporate Members that the Council at its meeting 
on April 20, 1944, approved the application of Mrs. Harriet Turner for MEMBER- 
sHip, and of Mr. George Williams for Srupb—eNT Mempbersvup in the California 
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Academy of Sciences. If no objection to the election of these applicants be received 
at the office of the Academy within two weeks after April 29, they will be con- 
sidered elected. 
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JosepH A. TAFF 


JosepH ALEXANDER Tarr, a member of the California Academy of Sciences since 
1920, died in Palo Alto, California, on March 8, 1944, at the age of eighty-one years. 

A graduate of the University of Texas, Mr. ‘Taff served as a SSE of the Texas 
Geological Survey from 1889 to 1894, doing much of the pioneer work in geology 
in that state. In 1894 he joined the United States Geological Survey, under whose 
auspices he produced during the next fifteen years the greatest part of his published 
work. The geologic folios and coal land surveys of Oklahoma issued under his 
authorship during this period were the basis of the later impressive developments 
in that state. 

He left the Survey in 1909 to come to California as chief geologist for the South- 
ern Pacific Company, a position which he held until 1932. During a part of this 
period (1921-29) he was also chief geologist of the Associated Oil Company. He was 
the author of a number of papers on California geology, one of which, “A Geologic 
Section of the Center of the San Joaquin Valley, California,” mas pee Pas 
authorship with Dr. G. Dallas Hanna (Proc. Calif. Acad. Sci., se r. 4, vol. 16, pp. 
509-515. 1927), is widely recognized as a contribution of an importance out M all 
proportion to its small size. ie recognition of his work in geology he was elected an 
honorary member of the Geological Society of America ana st the American So- 
ciety of Petroleum Geologists. 

Unimpressed by the i importance of his own scientific accomplishments, Mr. Taff 
always remained a man of quiet sincerity and simple personal charm. In defense of 
what he believed to be right he was fearless and emphatic. One of his outstanding 
characteristics was his sense of humor, which sparkled unfailingly to the end of his 
long life. He was interested in the church and in education, and served for many 
years on the school board of Palo Alto. His death marks the passing of a pioneer 
American geologist, a worthy citizen and a sincere friend. 


ACADEMY RECEIVES ORIENTAL INSECTS 


A RECENT ACQUISITION of great importance to the Academy's Department of Ento- 
mology is the large collection of oriental insects made over a period of years in 
Japan, China and Formosa by Professor Judson Linsley Gressitt of Lingnan Univer- 
sity, Canton, China. The collection includes over 100,000 specimens, most of them 
from regions where collecting is difficult at best and at present altogether impossible. 

Professor Gressitt and his wife were interned by the Japanese at the outbreak of 
war, and returned to the United States on the second voy age of the Gripsholm. The 
insects donated to the Academy were brought to the United States in previous 
years, and had been left in safe keeping i in this country when Professor Gressitt last 
sailed for the Orient. 
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